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KCAW20 PUBLIC ART 
CALL FOR ENTRIES

KCAW.CO.UK/PUBLIC-ART-OPEN-CALL



2

KCAW IS INVITING 
ARTISTS, CREATIVE 
ORGANISATIONS, 
PERFORMERS AND 
CURATORS TO SUBMIT 
ARTWORKS AND 
PROJECTS FOR THE 
KCAW20 PUBLIC ART 
TRAIL
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KENSINGTON + CHELSEA 
ART WEEK 2020
Kensington + Chelsea Art Week 
(KCAW) is a festival celebrating the 
borough’s artistic legacy and
its abundant creative future.  

With hundreds of events and public art 
installations throughout the borough, KCAW 
shines a spotlight on the area‘s unexpected and 
unique cultural variety. 

In a new development for 2020, KCAW will be 
extended from three to ten days, in a week-long 
celebration of arts and culture in West London
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The KCAW Public Art Trail creates 
temporary landmarks across our 
part of West London. In order to 
give greater visibility to locally 
based creative talent, KCAW20 is 
launching an open call to artists, 
performers, creative organisations 
and curators to submit preexisting 
artworks and/or ideas for projects 
to take place in a variety of public 
spaces during KCAW20. 

Participation in KCAW20 is an opportunity to 
engage new audiences, it provides a platform 
on which to present work in extraordinary 
locations while exhibiting alongside renowned 
cultural organisations and leading artists. 

Successful proposals for KCAW20 Public Art 
will feature public art installations and/or 
site-specific projects in the borough’s public 
realm and urban spaces. 

The shortlisted proposals will be evaluated by 
an Art Committee made up of leading names 
from the visual arts, performance arts, literature 
and media. The Art Committee will verify that 
the proposals fit the selection criteria, including 
their viability for display in the public sphere 
and safety for public use; will assess how the 
projects reflect the KCAW20 curatorial theme of 
‘Transformation’; and will evaluate their 
suitability to the proposed site, allocating the 
final locations for the projects.

Shortlisted proposals will be featured in the 
festival’s core programme, as part of the KCAW 
Guide, Art Bus Tour, podcasts, and as key 
features in the KCAW markeing campaign, 
benefiting from media coverage of the event.
 
The submissions deadline is 25 January 2020.

KCAW20 PUBLIC ART 
CALL FOR ENTRIES
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PAST KCAW PUBLIC ART

 + Terry O’Neill: Faces of Kensington & Chelsea | 
Sloane Square | 2018 

 + Amanda Parer Studio: Lost | Sloane Square | 
2019 

 + James Capper: MOUNTAINEER PROTOTYPE | 
The Great Exhibition Road Festival | 2019 

 + Laura Ford: Silent Howlers | Holland Park | 
2019 

 + Richard Woods: Holiday Home (White City) | 
White City Place | 2019 

LOVE KENSINGTON + CHELSEA STREET ART 
PROJECTS | SELECTED BY PUBLIC VOTE 

 + Neboe: #1 Love Kensington + Chelsea Mural | 
Pavilion Road | 2018 

 + Tor Ewen: #2 Love Kensington + Chelsea 
Mural | Walton Street | 2019 

 + Sean Steed: #3 Love Kensington + Chelsea 
Mural | Museum of Brands | 2019 
 

To find out more about the KCAW19 Public Art 
Trail please visit: kcaw.co.uk/public-art-trail



APPLICANT BRIEF 
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We are looking for projects that will 
fit one or more of the following 
criteria:

 + Consider the curatorial theme for 2020 
”Transformation”

 + Reflect on the history and legacy of the area 
where the work will be presented

 + Encourage audience engagement and 
participation

 + Evoke the celebratory spirit of the festival

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR 
APPLICANTS:

 + Submissions are open to curators, individual 
artists, groups or collaborations.

 + KCAW20 will run from 26 June to 5 July 2020
 + Submitted artworks must be available for 
display from at least 1 June 2019. The public 
art installations may be installed as early as 
March 2020 and may be on display for up to a 
year, depending on the project and its 
location.

 + The artworks exhibited are primarily 3D 
installations or sculpture and murals. The 3D 
works may be in a broad variety of materials 
and may be free-standing or may be shown 
suspended; the murals are often site-specific 
pieces on construction hoardings. 

 + We also highly encourage the submission of 
time-based and performance pieces.

 + For 3D installations, submissions of pre-
existing artworks are highly encouraged. 

 + The works are on loan at no fee for a period of 
up to 12 months, depending on the artwork 
and its final location. This will be agreed 
shortly after the shortlisted applicants are 
notified. 

 + KCAW covers shipping within the UK, 
installation, insurance, maintenance costs, 
planning applications. Applicants will be 
responsible for producing their own work. 

 + Following the shortlisting stage, artwork sites 
will be identified and KCAW will work closely 
with successful applicants throughout all 
production stages, including obtaining 
relevant documents (council permissions, 
TENs, insurance, etc.); and manage audience 
flow with the help of security staff and 
invigilators where needed.

 + Applicants are invited to suggest a location 
for their work, however, the final locations will 
be allocated by the Art Committee Panel. 
Successful applicants will be invited for a site 
visit to identify which site(s) are most suitable 
for showcasing the particular work/project. If 
they have a site to propose, this will also be 
reviewed.

 + All selected participants will contribute to the 
promotion of their event and the festival 
overall when possible (e.g. on social media, 
newsletters).

 + Applicants are invited to the launch party in 
June, as well as to participate in any press 
opportunities that may arise.

 + Selected participants may be invited to 
collaborate on KCAW workshops and talks.
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CURATORIAL THEME

The overall theme for KCAW20 is 
Transformation.

For the first time, KCAW has introduced an 
overarching curatorial theme that will inform its 
Headline Projects, the Public Art Trail, as well 
as Participants Activity. 

The theme refers to the transformative power of 
art in society, and reflects the KCAW mission of 
creating public spaces for conversation and 
exchange, to improve quality of life, to empower 
individuals and communities.

For the Public Art Trail Open Call, KCAW is 
inviting applicants to consider this theme in 
their project submission: transformation 
through art, the social impact of your project, 
the transformative potential of working within 
the creative sphere. Transformation can also 
refer to the issues and subject matters explored 
by the work submitted: climate crisis and the 
enviornment, discovery, knowledge, and social 
justice issues are just some examples.
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LOCATIONS

There are many potential sites in 
the borough of varying size and 
conditions. 

KCAW20 Public Art installations areas include:
 + Sloane Square
 + Duke of York Square
 + Pavilion Road
 + Museum of Brands
 + Holland Park
 + Kings Road Curve
 + Exhibition Road
 + Chelsea Waterfront
 + White City Place

Applicants are encouraged to research the 
borough, its public spaces and institutions, to 
suggest new Public Art sites for their projects. 
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HOW TO APPLY

Please send submissions as a 
single PDF document to  
info@kcaw.co.uk by 25 January 
2020, which must include: 

 + Detailed artwork or project description
 + Artwork images or project sketches
 + Artwork statement explaining the process and 
idea behind the design, including how the 
work is connected to the KCAW20 curatorial 
themes and/or local history 

 + Material and technical specifications, 
including dimensions, weights, and media

 + Installation requirements including estimated 
installation costs and current artwork location

 + Applicant’s CV and portfolio 
 + Link to applicant’s website or Instagram
 + Applicants can submit more than one 
artwork/project, but separate applications are 
required for each.

TIMELINE
 + 11 November 2019 – 25 January 2020: call for 
entries open

 + 11 February 2020: selection panel meets to 
shortlist projects

 + 15 February 2020: successful applicants are 
contacted

 + March 2020: all participating projects are 
announced

 + 26 June – 5 July 2020: KCAW20

NOTIFICATION ABOUT YOUR APPLICATION
Once you submit your application, you will 
receive a confirmation email. Due to the 
expected high number of applications, please 
be advised that only successful applicants will 
be notified.



CONTACT

For all enquiries please contact

Rebecca Gremmo
Producer 
rebecca@kcaw.co.uk

To find out more about KCAW, please visit kcaw.co.uk


