
Kensington + Chelsea Art Week Poetry 
corner: Call for Entries 

Kensington + Chelsea Art Week is an arts and culture festival that shines a spotlight on the 
area‘s unexpected and unique cultural variety across 150+ venues, including studios, museums, 
galleries, exhibition spaces and businesses, attracting local and international audiences. 

The fourth edition of KCAW21 will take place from 24 June - 4 July 2021. With public art 
commissions, themed activities, talks, and digital activities, KCAW21 will be an opportunity to 
discover anew the outstanding cultural variety of the West London borough, driving traffic to 
those creative spaces and businesses who have been adversely impacted by the lockdown. 

CALL FOR ENTRIES 
To celebrate the fourth edition of KCAW and in order to give greater visibility to locally based 
creative talent, KCAW21 is launching the annual Open Call to poets and spoken word artists to 
submit poems to be included in the Festival programming. In 2020, poems were displayed in 
shop and gallery windows, on the digital culture map, as well as part of the public art project 
Words on the Hill at the Coronet Theatre.

During KCAW21, selected poems will be displayed in a variety of locations and contexts, 
including:
+ in the windows of participating venues throughout the borough
+ in the KCAW printed guide
+ on the digital Culture Map, both as text and as spoken word video/audio
+ as part of public art installations
+ on the KCAW website
+ on KCAW social media

Participation in KCAW21 is an opportunity to engage new audiences and provides a platform to 
publish work in new formats, in the public realm. Successful proposals will also feature as part of 
the festival’s press and communications material.



BRIEF 
 + We are looking for poems and texts that respond to the curatorial theme for 2021: 

”REIMAGINE”. 
 + The theme reflects the Festival mission of creating public spaces for conversation and 

exchange; rethinking the purpose and function of public spaces through Art – from places 
to pass through to places to dwell, play and dream. Encounters with art help us all to re-
imagine what’s possible in our own lives; and creativity involves a daily re-imagining of what’s 
possible. We will all need to re-imagine the shape of our lives as we seek to re-establish them 
post- pandemic. But we also must address urgent issues including the climate emergency, 
reimagining the impact of the Anthropocene; as well as address social and racial justice 
issues. Asking the questions: What if we had made different choices as species or society? 
What if we make different choices now? What might life be like if we don‘t?

 + KCAW will lead the design and production of poetry displays and contextual material.
 + Applicants can suggest a location for their work, however, the final locations will be allocated 

by KCAW.
 + Poems written in languages other than English are accepted; the statement about the poem 

should always be in English.
 + Applicants may be invited to perform their poem in public as part of the KCAW programme 

and for video/audio content (optional) 

SPECIFICATIONS
 + Short form: max 150 characters including spaces
 + Long form: max 25 lines including line breaks 

HOW TO APPLY
Please send submissions to info@kcaw.co.uk by 31 March 2021, which must include: 

 + The submitted poems (up to 5 per applicant)
 + A brief statement about the poem, including how it is connected to the KCAW21 theme  
 + Link to your website or Instagram 
 + Please confirm if you are interested in performing your poem in public and for video/audio 

content.

TIMELINE 
 + 31 March: call for entries deadline 
 + 30 April: successful applicants are contacted
 + 15-31 May: design proofs circulated
 + 24 June – 5 July: KCAW21 

Due to the expected high number of applications, please be advised that only successful 
applicants will be notified. 

To find out more about Kensington + Chelsea Art Week please visit www.kcaw.co.uk 
For any queries please email info@kcaw.co.uk
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